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T’HE BATTLE of the Ia Drang Valley
was actually a series of engagements be-

tween the US 1st cavalry Division (Awmo-
bilej and the B-3 Front, North Vietnamese
Army (NVA) from 18 October to’24 Novem.
ber 1965. Many consider~ k to be the US “
Army’s first battle in VIemam. It was certai-
nlythe first battle between a US division oper-
ating under a field force headquarters and
three NVA regiments operating under a front
headquarte~. It may also have been the last
battle between NVA and US forces of equiv-
alent size.

The objecnve of this arncle is not to re-
hash all the details of the battle of the la.
Drang Valley but to conduct a battle anaIysis
using the historic methodology. The battle
analysis metlmdology is a systemic approach
to research that uses a format which includes {
defining the sub]ecc reviewing the setnn~
examining the tactidal situation; and assessing
the significance of the action. It is ultimately
iri the assessment phase that the analysls take-s
place, and the analysis is expected to answer
speclflc questions. In this parncular analysls
the quemons center o~rhe tenets of AirLand
Battle docmne as defined m the 1986 edition
of US Army Field Manual (FM) lLX1-5, Op-
erations. Based on the tenets of AirLand Bat-
tle, I wdl reach some conclusions about the
battle of the Ia Drang Valley and provide
some lessons learned.

Having defined the subject, the Battle of
the Ia Ehang Valley, the analysls must next
examme the battlefield itself and also develou
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sea level, in the southwestern comer of the
area of operations (AO), straddling the
Cambodian-Vietnamese border. The only.
passable roads traversed the eastern an~
northern frkiges uf the ~0. Much of the val,
ley was covered with thick jungle vegetation
and trees as high as 100 feet. Even the “open”
areas had \hrubs and trees over 6 feet high.
The sudden mists offered a sinister aura,
where dady heat and nighttime cold kept you
perpetually and increasingly on edge? The ar-
ea was eerie-imagine the “Valley of Death,”
and you picture the Ia Dmng.

In this area, partlcu[arly at the base of the
Ch. Pong MassIf, the NVA had built a base
camp sanctuary that was unknown to US
forces and untouched by Army of the Repub-
lic of Vlemam (ARVN) forces. The primary
NVA forces operating in this area were tbe B,
3 Front commanded by General Chu Huy
Man, ‘wh three regular regimerm (the 32d,
33d and 66th) supported by local Vietcong
battalions as well as front-level mortar and
antiaircraft units. Each maneuver regiment
numbered about 2, 2LXIfrontline infantrymen
and sappera. Them primary weapon was the
Soviet AK-47 aasault rifle.

The 32d and 33d regiments were veteran
fighters against the ARVN and Man was a
verwan of the fnxt Indo-Chinese War against
the French., These umts had been in the val-
ley since early September, rehearsing, devel-
oping ambush sws, and pre-Wsitioning and
stockpdmg ammimmon, medical suppbes and
food. Their tacncs were cute simde. Theu

some description or comparison of opposm
‘c

frost ploy was to ‘lure arid ambu~h.” They
forces. Starnrw with the battlefield, the Ia would attack a small outpost or ARVN force
Drang Valley Is”the valley through which the
river (Is) flag flows and is drained by the 1a
Kreng, la Puck and an extensive network of
small streams flowing west and southwest
across the Cambodian border into the Me-
kong River. The battlefield area covered
1,5LXIsquare miles of what appeared to be flat
rolhng terrain dominated by the Chu Pong
Ma,ssf, a rugged mcruntam 730 meters above

and maintam pressure on it with one unit,
wh!le another unit waited m well-prepared
cmsltiom to ambush the rehevme force. Then
other tacnc was called “hugging:; that was to
get as cluse to the opposing force as possible
and rely on close-m, almost hand-to-hand
fighnng to negate dreit opposing force’s fire.
power advantage. They generally liked to -
fight at night and rehearsed at night before
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=e lstca+~~ion hadtin tmisdngfortwoyearsasthe llth tiAssatdt .
Ditiion atFortBemrirtgunderKinnanf’sdirection.TM newArmy divkionwaswefl
trainedandequippedupon activation as the 1stCavalryDivision(Airmobile)on 1Jtdy

1965. It arri@in ,WetnaminincsememsduringAugustandSeptember1965.

.-.
conducting operations. They always planned
and rehearsed an organized withdrawal and
would counterattack or leave stay-behind
forces to permit an orderly wd-drawal. The
troops were highly disciplined, WA excellent
morale and esprit de corps, well fed, well sup-
plied, and in, excellent phystcal cond,tion.z
Although Man expected to fight ranks with
his hght infantry, hk forces had not fought
Americans.

The Americans they would soon meet were
m the US 1st Cavalry Dwision (Ammobile),
commanded by Major General Harry W. O.
Kirmard. The 1st Cavalry Dlvlsion had been
training for two years as the 11th Air Assault
Dwislon at Fort Berming under Kinnard’s dl-
rectiom This new Army division was well
tmmed and eqmpped upon actwatlon as the
1st Cavalry Dnwon (Airmobile) on 1 July
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1965. It armved m Vietnam m increments
during August and September 1965. The dl- ;4
vision had three brigade headquarters, eight
infantry battahons, an alr cavalry squadron,
an aerial rocket art dlery battery, three dl$?t
support artille~ battahons, an aviatlon~com-
pany and the normal combat suppqrt$and
combat service support associated wi+:rhe
Reorganization Object,ve Army Dlv@n.
The dnmon was authorized 10,000 troops, .
435 hehcopters, basic infantry weapons (M1o
rifle, M60 machmegun and M79 grenade
launcher) and state-of-the-art comm~nlca-
tions equipment. Thu was clearly the US .
Army’s “high tecW dwtslon of the 60s.

The 1st Cavalry had some problems when
ordered to deplo~ it had 2,700 men not el{gi-
ble for deployment. The dwislon lost bun- D
dreds of pdots, crew chiefs and mecha~ics
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. ~eNVA] worddattacka
srrd outpost or AR YNforce aod main-
tainpm?sstueon it with one rmi~ while
another rmi”twaited in welf.prepared

positiom to ambushthemlievingforce.
Theirother tacticwascalled“hug@g”;
thatwasmget ascloseto theopposing
fome aspossible~d ndy on close.in,

aknostband-to-hand@hting to negate
theiropposingfo=ek *power.

who could not easily be replaced in 1965. Ad-
ditionally, the rrcmps tiere Issued the M16 ri-
fle only 10 days prior to departure and had a
hurried familiarization with this new weapon.
After arriving m-couriny, the division was
struck with a peculiar strain of malaria for
whkh there was no known mearment at the
time, costing 1,000 additional Ioases. And al-
though well trained in airmobde tactics, the
diwsion had not trained for jur@e.rype war-
fare. However, by 28 September 1965, &e di-
wslon was in its base camp at An Khe, less
dmn 90 days after activation.’

The initial misson of B-3 Front at the op-
tmmonal level was to cut South Vietnam in
half. Operationally, it would defeat South
Vietnamese and US forces that were in the
way. The fu-st phase of the plan was to put
premue on a Special Forces camp with one
regiment; then to defeat the anticipated relief
forces in detail, expecting them to be em-
ployed piecemeal, This first phase failed mis-
erably when an ARVN relief column was em-
ployed m force with tanks and armored per-

.sonrrel carriers, fully supported by US alr and
artillery. The “luring” force (33d Regiment)
was seriously reduced by tenacious fighhng on
the p~t of the def&ders coupled with Ameri.
can close mr sup~rt. The “ambushmg” force
(32d Regiment) was also defeated by the
strong rehef column. Man was forced to with.
draw and to determine how to reap some suc-

cess (at least p~chologically) from Ak inihal
failure. -. .

Since there were msut%cient ARVN forces
to exploit their success, General William C.
Westtnorekmd made the extremely risky deci-
sion to employ the Ist Cavalry Divi.ion on a

classic explohtion and pursuit mixion agmmt
what appeared to be two battered NVA regi-
ments withdrawing to CamIxda. The 1st Cav-
alry’s mi.sion was to search and dmtm+md
the 32d and 33d regiments and kdl or capture
as many as possible before they reached any
sanctuary. The stage was set for the US Army’s
fii batde of the Vlernam War. It k a~ hem
that we can begin the analysis.’

MarI withdrew to his well-deveb’~ Smc.
ruary in the Chu Pong Massif. Here he re-
grouped, reorganized, reequipped and rested
his troops, while he waked for the arrival of
the fresh 66dr Regiment and additional artil-
lery and antiaircraft units. Later assessments
indkated that his new mission was relatively
simple. Fkst he w<to destroy the much more
lucrative Plei Me cam~now reinforced with
more rharr 1,OIXIARVN troops and many US
advis&s. Then he could return to North Vlet’-
nam a victor, w.lih a better feel for how the
Americans would support this war. In this
plarming phase, Man’s thought prccess can be
exammed in relation ro the tenets of A&md

, Battle.
Initiative. “Setting .. &z$&.,

or changing the terms

r

of battle by acncm.”s,
Certainly, Man still
had offerwve spirit—
he would attack. He
was serrmg the terms
of the battle and was
not going to allow the $, ~
defenders &f Plei Me ‘@

was takhg geat nsk to learn more about how
Americans would fight in finure operations.
He was also considering the political and
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The heficoptergaveKkman.ftheabilkyto . . . shitlfomea&dcombatpowepat #
almostnsisrd.bogghgspeed,He corddputboth iieldadleryarsdaerkdmcke SIYTY-
lery m“tb~taccmacyanywhem on ahnostamomendsnotice.He co$dreinfh~
withtnxyxs&@r thanarsyorseever expen”encsdin tbe bisslmyof modem warth&#,

psychological lmpl~cations requiring some
type of victory-no matter how limited. He
knew &t he was capable of explomng any
breakthrough at the camp and was confident
that his subordhate regimental comm%dem
clearly understood his intent.

A@litY. The ability to act faster than the
enemy.”b It took the ARVN four days to re.
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Iieve Plel Me in the earher engagement. Man
felt he could strike and wmhdmw muchbfawer
than aoy sizable relief force could be mount.
ed. He was now concentrating three regi-
ments against a very .oInerable and isolated
camp. By training and disposition, his forces
were extremely agile, and he felt he could
“read the battlefield and exploit local suc-
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cess quickly.
-Depth. “Exmsi~ of operamms in space,

time, and remurces:’7 Clearlk Man had pre-
* pad h~ bardegtrmid. He knew how to ma-

neuver to Ylei Me and his withdrawal routes
were well established. He had effectively

. fkfarsk]intent was absolutely clear
ikshis SsrbonfinateCommanders,andhis
usubhadcadslly nehd such ope~
ations.ClearlBthesewassmamb~osss
WU.fYofp~ ~~hout hisfo~e.
Unfortunately.,, he didnot know the
capabilitiesor intentionof hisenemy.
in ikcthe +notknowthathk oppo-

nent wouldbe Kinmmi, who hadarrers-!,
~ tidy dh%erentmissionthandefense.

,.
cached his resources and he had more arrivirrg
with the 66th Regiment. His forces and re-
sources were concentrating to sustain the mo-
mentum he needed to wipe out Pldi Me. He
would provide for air protection with addi-
rkmal antiaircraft+ units and by his “hugging”
tactics. He viewed hls rear area m the Chu
Pong Massif as weIl ‘concealed and well pro-
tected. Additionally, well-established sarrctu-
arie.swere available in Camkxxha and his hnes
of communication were generally safe.

Synchronization. ‘The arrangement of

battlefield activities in time, space, and pur.
pose to produce maximum relative combat
~wer at the decisive point.’” NVA tactical
docmne in the attack of a fortifiqd PositIon
lent itself ideally to synchronimtldn: Man’s]
felt that he could determine the time of at-
tack. He would begin with probing tactics,
then increase the pressure until he found a
weak point in the defense. He would then
pour through that weak point, overrun the
camp and kdl or capture everyone in n. He
WISprepared to combat air power with the ar.
rival of addkional front-level assets under KS

k

operational control. His intent was absolutel~
clear to his suimrdmate commanders, and his
tiks had carefully reh>arsed such operations.
Clearly, there was unambiguous unity of pur-
pose throughout his force. Unfortunately,
Man made one critical error-he did( not
know the capabdmes or retention of his ene.
my. lri fact he dld not know that his opFo-
nent would be Kmnard, who had an entirely
different mission than defense.

After searching due west of the Plei Me ‘
camp and not finding the elusive NVA
forces, Kward decided to shdr hls operatiom

t
to the sou west—right into the Chu, Pong
Massif. He ad replaced his 3d Brigade with
the 1st Brigade and was hoping to find the
battered remnants of the two NVA regi.
ments, bckmg tlmr wounds and withdrawing ‘
Into Cambcdm In this minal phase, we can
examme Kinrqard’sthought process in relatioq
to the tenets of AM-arrd Battle.

Initiative. Clearly,
Knjmard intended to ~F-;

set the terms of the
\

,.,
battle. He was on the ~&& ,-_ ~’ . ‘‘i@.
offensive and felt he ‘>!~
could destroy the ene: .,.- f$,i.<+_.
my with hls superb i,.. ,
diwsion. If he could

..v$*_#”

find the enemy
forces, he had the ~~d- q

mobiliry and flrepow- ~#w’+ ‘ ‘“
W. O. Klrrrr-ald --, .er to flx and destroy —====-

them. H: was taking great risk and knew that
the umt which made initial contact would be
seriously outnumbered, but felt he could rein-
force WA fire.almost immediately and then -
pile on rrcmpsbefore the enemy could rea t. ,

J&e”,
&@tY. The helicopter gave Kmna

abdtty to act faster than the enemy. Hebdd
shift forces arid combat power at almost
mind-boggling speed. He could put both field
artille~ and aerial rocket artille~ with great
accuracy anywhere on almost a moment’s no-
tice. He could reinforce with troops faster
than anyone ever experienced in the history .

92 “ Januay 19a9 o MILITARY REVIEW



} Man irnnredktelysawars oppor~”ry togainan-ense vktory....
He exemisedgnsatagiklyandtook tbe ittitkitiveby acceptingrisk,theriskdueto

the factthathisentke fo~e, especkdlyhisfivnt.leveitnortiand antiaircratltreks,
wensnot h apositionto supporttheattackon X.l?aY. .

,,

of modern warfare. He had the communma-

1rion capability and t e troops trained in calls
for fire. He could o,ui kly concentrate cm this
weal and battered enemy and explolt hn vul-
nerabilities. Cavalry tactics were such that
they c(xwdered “~lction’’-the accumulation
of charice errors, unexpected difficulties and
the confusion of battle. Ktnnard, by nature,
dwposmon and trammg, knew that he had to
continuously “read the battlefield,q decide
quickly and act without hcsitition.

Depth. Here again the hebcopter and the
cavalry’s training in its use naturally extended
opmmons m space, time and resources. The
helicopter gave him extended range of vision
for reccmnalssance, allowed him to prowde
accurate aerial rocket artillery, ad)ust fire

MILITARY REVIEW e Januarj 1989

from the am, repmmon his field artillery, ,r:-
SUPPIY hls rroops and reinforce wmh maneqyer
forces almost anywhere cm the barrlefi+d.”~,s
plan called for fixing the enemy and ~~r%nga
commitment, as well as interdicting u on+
mmed forces en route to Camkxla. &~ear
areas were relatwely safe, but he still pr&ided
an infantry battalion to secure hls artillery
and his forward command post. He had aw-
strips bmk so that he could be resupplied from
Saigon by the Air Force to hls base at An .
Khe, and he also mamtamed sut%cient hell-
copter lift assigned to move those suppJIti, to
the fronthne troops. He was mkn~al$ pre- -
pared for bold and decisive action, aid he
had personally trained hls hand-picke$ br-
igade and battahon commanders wi.t,h these
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The agihy ofKinmudb thought
‘ ‘pmeess andtheagi@ of thecavalry

organizationilaelfqoicklygavehim the
ini~tive. He nsinfimxd 1.7 GwaIi-y
m“th2-7 Cavalry and elements of 1.5

(k&y. The enemy hadseen enough,
andbeganrelocating.l@natd otdened

2-7 Cavaky topursue.
~

same qualities
.synchrimization. Two years of trammg

together wkh all the modem technology had
tarrght the cavalry how to arrange activities in
time, space and purpose. Kinnard had the
forces and combat power to produce maxi-
mum re.sukaat the decisive point. Syn&roni-
ration for the cavalry did not depend on ex-
plicit coordination. Them tnnnmg and com-
munications capability were such that.
synchronization could take place during.
heavy conflict. Addltwnally, the com-
mander’s intent was clea+find the NVA reg-
iments and destroy them. Clearly, the con-
cept wself of searching with a battalion—
piling on a brigade and supporting at the
decisive time and place with the entire dwi-
siona, field force and Army fre support was

an economy-of-force type operation.
It can be argued that in planning, each op- ‘

posing commander was well withh the um.
brella of the tenets of AM-arrd Battle. There
was no appatent viqlatiqn” or misuse of initia-
t ive, agillt y, depth ‘and synchronization.
However, aa the battle develops, some things
become very ewdent. Man did not expect to
fight the battle in hia own sanctuary-nor did
he expect to fight an American division. Ad-
ditionally, he knew nothing of how the
Americans would fight. Grr Kinnarcf’s pmt.
he expected to be facing two beaten-up NVA I
regiments conductirrg a withdrawal. He did
not expect to face more than 4,2W froptline
troops, supported by mortam and antiai;cmft “I~
batteries, well supplied and not withdraw-
ing-but moving. to-attack.’ It is at thk stage
that the “fog & War” reigns supreme. Here
the commander with the best agility gains the
initiative. [t is the commander who can fight
hls fight-rhat is, setting the terms of battle
and not allowing the enemy to recovefiwho
will be the winner. Both Man and Khnard
exercised great mental agility as they attempt-
ed to galq .&e initlatwe. As the battle, unfold-
ed, the unexpected mok over.

Frost, one battalion-size umt of the divi-
sion, 1st Squadron, 7th Cavalry (1-7) airhfted
m landing zone (LZ) X-Ray and made almost
immediate contact with advance elements of
the NVA force moving on Plei Me; Lieuten-
ant Colonel Harold G. Moore (the squadron
commander) at first thought this was a stay-
behind force of about one battalion, covering
the enemy withdrawal. Man Immedlat++lysaw
an opportunity to gain an immense victory by
qmckly armihdatmg an American unit that

.he s!gmflcantly oumumbered, with the addi-
tional poxubiliry of defeating in detail ~y re-
hevmg forces that would have to arrive piece-
meal. [n this he exercised great agility and I
took the mitlative by accepting risk, the, risk
due to the fact that his entire force, eapeclally ,
his front-level mortar and antiaircraft units, I
were not m a posmon to support the attack t

.
‘,I
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on X-Ray.

The brkade commander. Colonel Thomas
Brown, a& Khrrard quic~y sensed that this
was much more than a battered stay-behind
force andmmgnimd rbatrhe enemy intent was
not to delay bat to annihdate the 1-7 Cavalry.
All avaifable fire~wer was quickly reoriented
to X.Ray and available forces begar+ moving”
air and ground assets to support that fight.
The ability of rhis small force to hold, and
the tremendous and immediate firepower
brought to bear was a shock to Man. The
agility of Kit-mad’s thought process and the
agility of the cavalry organization itsdf quick:
IYgave him the initiative. He reinforced 1-7
cavalry with 2.7 cavalry and elements of 1-5
Cavalry. The enemy had seen enough, and
began relocating. Kimrard ordered 2-7 Caval-
ry to pursue. The pursuing unit fought an-
other battle that took place at !2 Albany as
Man was attempting to cover his withdrawal.
The fight at LZ Albany was bloody as the
United States suffered 151 dead and 121
wounded, while the enemy lost about 450
killed. Kinnard then ordered the 2d Brigade
to relieve the 3d Brigade and to con~inue to
pursue. Gver the next few days the 3d Bri-
gade mopped up a few battered retits of
the 32d, 33d and 66th regiments as they were
wirhdmwing into Cambodia. Although Kln-
nard wished to continue the pm-suit, he was
ordeoxl to hold. By 24 November 1965, the
battles of the Ia Dmng were over. The 1st
Cavalry killed as marry as 3,(X)ONVA regu-
lars, with an unknown number of wOur@cl,
and, in fact, decimated the NVA force.’0

Clearly, Kinnard used the agility of the
cavalry and his own ability to synchronize
both combat power and logis~c support (550
tons of supply a day and 50,000 gallons of
avtation fuel) to seize and maintain the initia-
tive on the battlefield. Addkionzdly, he never
had to commit more than one brigade at a
time, thus exercising wisely the economy of
his force. The agility of his fofces and his abil.
ity to synchronize co’mbat power allowed his

“k

AUavaibsbie fiiepower was qrriekfy
reon’enredto X.Ray andavaikbleforces
beganmovirrgair.dgrmmda sseb to
supportthattight Tireabifhyof this

dfome @ hold atrdtbe trwmerrdowa
wsd-edbte firepowerbroughtto

bearwasashock tokfan.
t,.

,. .i
units to fight outnumbered-ar lem~ s~v+m-
to-one overall and much greater at botb X-
Ray and Albany-and win. ~ $.

Green, untmted American soldiem fqhght
‘ oumumbered against what E@nard Fall &lled

“the best hght infantry in the world,” and
won. The mental agility of Kmnard, the abd-
iry to synchromze combat powei, and the
agility in organization of the cavalry gate him
the inmative, allowed hlm to fight his battle “
on his terms and win. He searched and he
destroyed—and that was his mission. ne
tmining, discipline and leadership of both the
1st Cavalry Division under Klnnard and
NVA forces under Man had been ourstrmd-
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Green, untestqdzlmericansoldienifoughtoutnumbered

againstwhatlle~ Fflcailed “the bestlightiofbntrybrthe worfd,”andwon.
The mentalagiiityoflGnmud, theabilityto syrrchmnizecombatpower, andthe
agiikyinorganization ofthecavalrygave him theirsidative,allowedhim@fight

hskbattfeon hk termsandwfn.

mg. But m the final analys:s, orgamzaticm
and atrmohdlty gave Kiru-md the agility t-iec.
essary to wrest the initiatwe from Man. And
It was the initiatwe that ultimately made the
difference.

What then do we learn fi~m this first bat-
tle m Vietnam? First and foremost, a com-
mander musr be capable of gaining and mai-
ntaining the initiative, for without it he can-
not win. To gain the inltlatlve, the
cchrnander must have both the mental and
organizational agility to gain an advantage in
relative combat ~wer in depth (time, space
and resources), at the decisive Pmt. In the
battle of the la Drang, it was the great agility
provided by the 1st Cavalry’s organwatlon
that gave them the edge Kinnard needed.

It ISalso evident from% Stud},of this battle
that the tenets of AM-a d Battle doctrine are

1

clearly mrerdependent, with gaining and
maintaining rhe initiative clearly the most
fi~~t tenet. An edge or advantage in one
or all of the other tenets may give you that,
mwiarive as did rhi 1st Cavalry’s agility and
ability to synchronize its actions. Man had
the abdity to synchronize his combat power
and he had grear depth in rime, apace and re-
sources. He was willing to take risks and had
great mental agdity. The physical agility ad-
vantage, however, went to the cavalry-and
that was enough to gain the initiative.

We also Ieamed that technology can pro-
vide just the edge in agdq that is needed.
However, technology is not enough. Com-
rnandem at every level must be confident and
trained ro know how and when to apply that
technology. If Kinnard had not been abso.
Iutely confident in hk abdiry ro rapidly rein-

January 1989. MILITARY REVIEW

“



force with both firepower and troops, his
actions would have been closer to stupidky
d-am acceptable risk. Such was the caie with
Man, who was ignorant of the capabilities of
the American forces. His willingness to take
risks without knowing thow capabilities was,
in fact, ‘Rdiih and c~t hlm three first-rate
regiments. Thus, I suggest that while initia-
tive, agility, depth and synchronization char-
acterize successful operations, there are other
key operating rquiremenm) FM l&5 calls
them “AirLand Battle Imperatives.” The im-
perative that seriou.dy affected Mmr is stated
as “Cmcentrate combat power against enemy
vtdnerabilities.” PM 100-5 further explains,
“to know what his vulnerabilities are, the
commanders must study the enemy, know and
take into account his strengths, find hk in-
herent m.dnerabiIities, and know how to cre-’
ate vtdnerabtlities which can be exploited to
deeiswe effect.’’” Thii was Man$ great failure
and can be considered the cause of hw defeat.

Thii article ikstrates the analysis of a bat-
de within @e framework of the tenets of Air.
Land Battle. A swies of facts such as composi-
tion of opposing forces, geography and envi.
ronment, missions of each force, dates and
times, were ‘examined using the FM K?O-5
definitions of the tenets of AirLand Battle,
Thii method then allowed for some conclu-

.
IA DRANG

-.
The trainhg, dkipfirre,

~dl&emf@ of bodrthe Iattivaky ’ - .
Div&ionuoderIGnmmfandNVA fixes

underMan hadbeen outi@mfing.
Butht thelfval- organization

andairmobifitygaveKhmardtheagiffty
nee=sary to wnwttheinitiativekm

Mm. And it wastheinitkdve that
uffirnatefymadetfrediflixence.

sions to be drawn. Ultimately, the question of
why the US forces won and NVA forces lost
was answered to a certain degree. Such analy-
ses, done in even greater depth, offer the po-
tential to answer many more questions. The
point here is that the professional soldier can
conduct continuous study of curmm. doctrine
by read% and anrdyring battles of the past,
thus continuoudy reinforcing the understand-
ing of current doctrine. My conclusions from . -
the study of this battle find that inkiative is
the critical tenet of AuLand Battle, and that
agiIity, depth and synchronizat iori are the ,
means of gaining the initiative. It is my opin-
ion that the study of other battles, using the .
analysis metlmd, will ako point to initiative ,~
as the most vital tenet of Aid-and Battfe. %

.
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